
April 30, 2020 

We receive emails from owners / members throughout the off-season.  The frequency of 
those emails always increases as the opening of the season draws near.  But this year is like no 
other as owners / members worry if the Beach Club will open at all and as they wonder what life 
at the Club will be like in the less-than-ideal new normal.  Accordingly, I’d like to respond to some 
of those emails right here. (And I’ll include an editorial note for all of you at the end of each one.) 

 
Mary, we understand your opinion that rule enforcement may well be a challenge because 

of all the new rules that will be required in order to comply with the Governor’s Executive Orders.  
That fact notwithstanding, we would really like to open the Beach Club this year.  After so much 
time spent separate and apart from family and friends, the Beach Club will truly be an oasis this 
Season.  It will give our members a much-needed affirmation that Life is indeed good.  It goes 
without saying ----- or it should, anyway --- that we will have to rely on the cooperation of our 
members as never before.  We must keep in mind that we are all part of the Beach Club Family 
and we will need to consider everyone’s health and safety as we navigate through this crisis.  This 
year of all years, rule compliance will be of paramount importance.  I have to believe that our 
owners and members will comport themselves with the greater good in mind.  (Hey, don’t make a 
liar out of me.  Pay attention to all new rules --- ignoring them is not an option.) 

 
Bob, we know that you look forward to enjoying the food service at the Beach Club.  How 

could you not with Chef Kevin Gaudreau at the helm?  We are certainly hoping that we can offer 
some degree of food experience this Season, even if it has to be an abbreviated one.  The Bistro 
dine-in aspect is dependent upon the Governor’s Order; we’ll have to wait and see if she will allow 
dine-in restaurants to re-open.  But we’re hoping to offer take-out at all of our F&B venues.  To 
be sure, social distancing will have to be observed while waiting in line.  (So those lines may look 
a great deal longer this season.  Patience, therefore, will be the operative word this Season.) 
 

Steve, we really don’t know how long the strict restrictions will last at the Beach Club.  I 
hate to repeat myself, but it’s all up to the Governor and the RI Dept of Health.  We are at their 
mercy.  We also have to remember that failure to comply could possibly jeopardize our food 
license and/or our liquor license.  Heaven forbid!  But rest assured that we will be as flexible as 
the Governor’s Executive Orders will allow.  One would hope that the restrictions that she imposes 
in May and June will not be the ones in effect in July or August.  As she relaxes her restrictions, 
so will we.  Hopefully, we will get to a point some time this summer which will resemble our 
former Beach Club life.  (But don’t hold me to this last statement.  I’m a dreamer, not a soothsayer.) 

 
Joe, your assertion that the Governor cannot make us comply with any of her mandates 

because we are private property is a faulty one.  Just think of what she has done in the past weeks.  
She closed hair salons and barbers, but they are privately owned.  She closed restaurants, but they 
are privately owned.  She closed stores and gyms and dentists’ offices and all sorts of businesses 
---- all privately owned.  We will most assuredly have to comply with her regulations and those of 
the RI Dept. of Health.  (So don’t squawk when new rules come down the pike about how many 
people can be in the Pit or on the Main Deck or even ---- you guessed it ---- on the beach.) 



Christine, your email is indicative of a person who truly understands what it means to be 
an owner in a condominium association.  So I’m just going to share your email here: 

 “As an owner, I was very upset to hear that some people feel that withholding fees 
should happen when Club amenities are eliminated during the current crisis.  We are owners of 
the property!  We don’t get that choice.  Any money not received will impact the operating budget.  
Very short-sighted attitude. We’ll be lucky to get through the season without an [additional] 
assessment to make up for the lost food and guest pass revenue.” 

Holy Moly, Christine, you have hit every nail on the head!   
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