
Dear Fellow BSBCCA Owners. 

The following summary of the April 14, 2018 Emergency Board of Directors’ meeting was approved at the 

meeting itself:  

 

President Kevin stated that the Board made a decision regarding smoking at the April 9 Board of Directors’ 

Meeting, but realized the next day that it would be very difficult for our staff to enforce.  He noted that the 

smoking survey was non-binding, but was intended to take the temperature of the owners regarding the 

smoking issue.  He further stated that this meeting is an emergency meeting and, as such, the bylaws do not 

require the Board to notify the owners.  Having said that, he explained that he wanted this meeting to be 

noticed to the owners and to be open to the owners because of the significance of the smoking issue; this is 

why we sent a blast email to the owners notifying them of this meeting. 

 

Mark further explained that the smoking rule as it was approved on April 9 would have required the smokers 

to be tethered to the bar.  He opined that that is just not realistic.   

 

Kevin stated that many members have said that they don’t go to the bar because they don’t like the smoke.  

He stated that we shouldn’t be exposing our employees (bartenders) to second hand smoke.  

 

Open Discussion Session 

 

Discussion of smoking 

An owner opined that the Beach Club is way behind the times vis-à-vis smoking.  He stated that no place 

in the state ---- other than the casino ---- allows smoking.  He stated that only 16% of the population smokes.  

He also stated that our building has no sprinklers.  He informed the Board that neither Aquinas Hall at 

Providence College nor The Station in West Warwick had sprinklers at the time of those fires.  He also 

stated that smoking was banned at the Alpine Country Club as it was at most other country clubs. 

. 

An owner opined that if we are concerned about fire, then we should eliminate the Pit grill.  

 

An owner opposed all smoking and requested that it not be allowed until 7pm on the beach. 

 

An owner stated that when he bought at the beach club he appreciated the privacy that meant that smoking 

was allowed. 

 

An owner reported that he had spoken with the owner of a long-standing RI restaurant who said that, when 

the State originally banned smoking inside all restaurants, he had worried that his business would decline 

when, in actuality, business increased.  

 

An owner opined that Cigar Night should be abolished.  She was informed that it generates about $5K in 

revenue and that all those who buy tickets to the event know that cigar smoking will occur. 

 

An owner asked if the facility would be overrun with no smoking signs.  She was informed that there would 

indeed be many signs, at least until everyone gets used to the new rule. 

 

An owner noted that she had been on the Nominating Committee and she regretted that the issue of smoking 

has not been raised during the interviews of the candidates. 



President Kevin noted that he has seen members smoking among the children on Movie Nights.  He 

suggested that the fine for smoking be increased. 

 

An owner stated that, although she is not a smoker, if smoking were eliminated completely at the Beach 

Club, she would inclined to institute legal action. 

 

An owner asked about smoking in the water.  Secretary Louise reported that an engineering study was done 

some 12 some years that demonstrated that our property extends some 30 feet into the water at low tide.  

She therefore believes that the beach includes all of that area and that whatever smoking rule is in effect on 

our beach would be in effect in that area as well. 

 

An owner noted that the Cranston Country Club was forced to put sprinklers under their outside tent. 

 

Vice President Bill suggested that we institute a graduated system of fines. 

 

 

The Board unanimously approved the following 2018 smoking rule: 

1. Smoking is allowed any time in the parking lot at least 50 feet away from the building 

2. Smoking is allowed any time at the east end of our property between the stream and the security 

guard chair 

3. Smoking is allowed after 6pm in the Pit, only in the designated area west of the tent 

4. Smoking is allowed after 6pm on the beach 

5. On Movie Nights, smoking on the beach is banned within the designated movie area while the 

movie is being shown 

6. If the movie is relocated to the tent due to inclement weather, smoking is banned in all areas of 

the Pit while the movie is being shown 

7. Smoking is banned at all times under the tent 

8. Violators will be subject to a $50 for the first infraction, a $100 fine for the second infraction, 

and a $500 for all succeeding infractions 

9. A minimum of four fire extinguishers will be installed in the Pit 

10. Signage will be installed to warn smokers away from the smoke-free zone under the tent 

Editorial Note:  The designated area west of the tent is the area that used to be sandy.  It will now 

have some pavers. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Louise B. Healy, BSBCCA Board of Directors, Secretary 

 

 


